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It’s hard to believe that it is already the 
second half of December. This school 
year is flying by and the first half of it 
has been great! Our students are 
working hard on their academic and 
individual goals as well as what it 
means to be part of the Pioneer 
community. We are looking forward to 
a great second half of the school year! 

Have a wonderful and safe winter 
break! We’ll see you on January 5, 
2009.  

Happy Holidays!!! 
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�I felt cool about this movie! The Fantastic Four consists of Johnny, Ben, 
Sue and Dr. Fantastic. The Fantastic Four team began to switch powers 
because one of the teammates, Johnny, touched the silver surfer. Johnny 
can turn to fire without getting hurt. Sue can turn invisible. Johnny and 
Sue are brother and sister. Let’s just say, Ben is kind of rocky now. His 
whole body turns into rock pieces. He still has the form of a human body, 
but he is like an orange structure that can move. The Doctor now has 
stretchy powers. Victor is a bad guy who can use electricity from around 
him to shock the Fantastic Four. The Silver Surfer is a silver guy with a 
silver surfboard who rides on air in the sky. Weird, huh? He flies around 
trying to save people from a big black space cloud storm. He saves a 
couple of people in China. The Silver Surfer is on the same side as the 
Fantastic Four. I give this movie 5 stars! You should go see it with your 
friends or family 
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Director  James Leiner
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¨  Winter Break 
12/22 – 1/2/09 

¨  Back  to school 
1/5/09 

¨  MLK Jr. Holiday 
1/19/09 
�
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Kevin’s dog Cocoa is a good 
dog. She follows Kevin wherever 
he goes. She is a brown dog 
with a red collar. She is a nice 
dog that never bites. Cocoa is 
quiet. She likes to be pet on the 
head. When we pet her on the 
head, she wags her tail. 
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Kyle’s mom plans something fun for Hanukkah. Kyle’s dad grabs a golden 
menorah and puts it on the dinner table. Kyle makes the Star of David out 
of paper. Kyle’s aunt, uncle and cousins are going to come to Kyle’s house. 
There will be a feast at the Hanukk
presents. When Hanukkah ends, Kyle’s aunt, uncle and cousins will go 
back home. Kyle’s parents might plan the Hanukkah party again next 
Hanukkah. 
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The school got new bikes. They are very fun. The bikes are different from other 
bikes. They have three wheels. They are yellow. There are big bikes for teachers 
and small bikes are for students. We ride the bikes in the courtyard
No bumping and crashing. If you break the rule, you get a time out. I earn bikes by 
making good decisions.
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Several students helping to make the 
school’s front yard look nice. 
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I worked hard to make the front lawn nicer. First, we 
raked the grass. Then, we planted seeds. After, we 
patted the dirt dow
seeds and the wind wouldn’t blow them away. We put 
sticks in the area that we planted seeds so we’d know 
not to step on it. Finally, we watered the grass to help 
it grow. It will look great!

Kyle’s mom plans something fun for Hanukkah. Kyle’s dad grabs a golden 
menorah and puts it on the dinner table. Kyle makes the Star of David out 
of paper. Kyle’s aunt, uncle and cousins are going to come to Kyle’s house. 
There will be a feast at the Hanukkah party.  After the feast, there will be 
presents. When Hanukkah ends, Kyle’s aunt, uncle and cousins will go 
back home. Kyle’s parents might plan the Hanukkah party again next 
Hanukkah.  
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The school got new bikes. They are very fun. The bikes are different from other 
bikes. They have three wheels. They are yellow. There are big bikes for teachers 
and small bikes are for students. We ride the bikes in the courtyard
No bumping and crashing. If you break the rule, you get a time out. I earn bikes by 
making good decisions. 
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Several students helping to make the 

�������#���,
�-���,
�#�����
�� �

I worked hard to make the front lawn nicer. First, we 
raked the grass. Then, we planted seeds. After, we 
patted the dirt down so that birds wouldn’t eat the 
seeds and the wind wouldn’t blow them away. We put 

in the area that we planted seeds so we’d know 
not to step on it. Finally, we watered the grass to help 
it grow. It will look great! 

Kyle’s mom plans something fun for Hanukkah. Kyle’s dad grabs a golden 
menorah and puts it on the dinner table. Kyle makes the Star of David out 
of paper. Kyle’s aunt, uncle and cousins are going to come to Kyle’s house. 

ah party.  After the feast, there will be 
presents. When Hanukkah ends, Kyle’s aunt, uncle and cousins will go 
back home. Kyle’s parents might plan the Hanukkah party again next 

The school got new bikes. They are very fun. The bikes are different from other 
bikes. They have three wheels. They are yellow. There are big bikes for teachers 
and small bikes are for students. We ride the bikes in the courtyard. There is a rule: 
No bumping and crashing. If you break the rule, you get a time out. I earn bikes by 
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This year Pioneer hosted its 5th annual 
Thanksgiving Potluck Feast. Several of 
the students’ families joined us in the 
celebration. As part of the feast, 
students are recognized with awards for 
something that they have been working 
on since the beginning of the year. 
Thank you to everyone who joined us 
and made this year another success! 
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The grey wolf told a story about the 
grasslands. Wolves like to hunt on the 
grasslands. The grasslands are beautiful! 
�

Clyde is a one-humped camel that we read 
about. Camel’s humps store food. The desert 
is dry and there are sand dunes and Joshua 
Trees. 
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�In science, students have been learning about biomes and made posters to describe them. 
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Pioneer Day School is a fair and fun way for you to have your child learn. We get to put lots of 
marbles into a jar by behaving, and being kind and following directions. When it gets filled, we 
get to have a pet turtle! We’re getting a pet turtle since our gecko, Cooper, died of old age.  

The teachers are very nice. The kids get breaks when they need to or when they’re tired. We 
go swimming, and do P.E., and have clubs like video game club and comedy club. 

This is the best school in San Diego for kids with Autism at any age! The director is Jim. Jim 
teaches music too. Lisa teaches cooking.  

So that’s all folks! 
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The OB Library should stay open for 
business! Pioneer students use the 
library during school. Our students 
need it for projects and rewards. I 
would feel mad if it closed because it 
is my favorite school reward! 

Many times you may hear a Pioneer student talk about the “Marble Jar”. It is a big water jug that holds 
marbles. Once the jar is full, which takes about a month, the designated reward is earned. For every marble 
jar, the reward is different. Before a new jar is started the students present ideas for the reward and everyone 
votes. 
 
One way to earn marbles is by doing a great job in class. Every student has a Reflection Sheet, which is based 
on personal goals students are working towards, such as using a quiet voice, using eye contact while talking to 
others, following directions, etc. At the end of each class, they are filled out first by the students and then by 
their teachers, who share their thoughts and feelings with each student to help them know if they are on the 
right track. 
 
Reflection sheets use a scale of 0 to 3 in order to help students stop and think about how they are doing on 
their goals. Earning a 3 means the student has done a GREAT job, while 0 means a student did not try to work 
on the goal while in class.   
 
As a motivation to do to their best, the same number of marbles earned is the same as the number circled on 
each student’s reflection sheet per class. Every student has a chance to earn up to 6 marbles for each class 
every day just from their reflection sheet! The students have been doing a great job with their reflection sheets 
and are learning how to stop and think about their actions and behavior. The current marble jar reward is a pet 
turtle. The students are well on their way! Great job everyone!!! 
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One morning Cooper died in the middle of his 
sleep. In November, we had an election. We voted 
for a class pet! Most people voted for the turtle. 
Next we will vote for a name. Our school is 
working hard to earn a turtle. We are earning 
marbles. It’s kind of like saving money. We are 
working on our reflection sheets. When we get 3s 
on our reflection sheets, we get more marbles! 
When we fill up the marble jar, we get a turtle! So 
students, please get 3s on your reflection sheets! 
�

We don’t know how tornadoes are formed at all. Hot and cold air come together 
to create a rotating wall cloud. That is what creates the twister. Lightening and 
hail are obvious signs of a twister. Twisters come mostly in the summer and fall 
months. Tornadoes form in the dark of the wall cloud. The wall cloud goes up 
into the atmosphere. The Fujita-scale (F-scale) rates the tornado based on the 
wind speed. Tornadoes are awesomely amazingly cool! 
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The holiday shopping trip has become a regular part of our program.�At Pioneer, there are many 
different issues and goals we work on with our students. Two big ones are for our students to learn the 
daily life skills necessary to be a part of the community and what it means to be a good friend. What 
better way to practice what we learn at school than to take a holiday shopping trip and buy gifts for 
family and friends. 

While shopping, students had to think about the people they were shopping for and what those people 
would like. They also had to use money skills in thinking about items’ prices and how much they had 
with them to spend. This is also a great way for them to practice their social skills by interacting with 
other customers and store employees. 

We had a great time and all the students found gifts for everyone on their list. 
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 Pioneer Day School will be closed for Winter Break the weeks of December 
22 and 29. We will reopen January 5, 2009.�
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A turtle is coming to school! After Cooper died this year (2008), Jim will 
get a new pet turtle. I think the turtle should be named Percy because of 
the word persevere. Percy will now be in Cooper’s cage. Percy will eat 
shrimp now. Percy will love to sleep in his shell and when he’s scared, he 
will hide in his shell. 
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Pioneer Day School  
4764 Santa Monica 

Avenue 
San Diego, CA 92107 

Phone: 
(619) 758-9424 

Fax: 
(619) 758-9589 

 

We’re on the Web! 
www.pioneerdayschool.org  
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© All articles and photographs  in this newsletter belong to Pioneer Day School and 
may not be used without permission. 


