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Welcome to the first Pioneer Day 
School newsletter. A monthly school 
newsletter has always been on our “to-
do” list and we’ve finally gotten all of the 
items on the list above it checked off. 

This past summer has been a busy one 
at Pioneer. The outside of the school 
was painted and rekeyed, carpets were 
laid in two of the classrooms, the 
kitchen was given a facelift, the student 
bathrooms were reworked, dirt was 
cleared and a new OT area was 
created, the office area grew to several 
rooms, plus a few other small projects. 
We are very excited about the 
improvements to our school! Thank you 
to everyone who helped!!! 

We hope you enjoy the newsletter. 
Many of the articles have been written 
by our students, who worked very hard 
on them.  

Enjoy! 
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�An Eagle Scout is the highest award in the boy scouts. To be an eagle 
scout, you must have your Arrow of Light award from the cub scouts. You 
must have 25 merit badges for Eagle Scout. I have 65!!! On my eagle 
project, I put up 50 feet of retaining wall in Florida Canyon Park by the zoo. 
It was a lot of fun doing the project, but planning it was a lot of work. The 
project took 4 hours to build on Saturday the 25th of October. 

I started my project in 2007. The first thing I did was contact my Eagle Scout 
counselor. Then I tried to find a project to do. These were my choices: 50 
feet of retaining wall, 50 feet of fence or 50 feet of something else. Then I 
had to get the approval of my Eagle Scout counselor, Scout Master and the 
Park Ranger. The Eagle Scout counselor wanted more information on my 
project. That took a while to do. It took me until 2008 to get the wood for my 
Eagle Scout project. 

I got wood from my Scout Master. He helped get all the wood for my Eagle 
project. He also cut all the wood for my Eagle Scout project. He also got the 
Ready Crete. 

That was my Eagle Scout project. I hope you enjoyed it. Any boy under the 
age of 18 years old should join the boy scouts because it is fun. 
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Director  James Leiner
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I like our new bikes because 
they are fun. We pedal on our 
backs and use our bodies to 
steer left and right. We ride them 
around the school and at the 
recreation center. They are the 
most fun bikes in the whole 
school. The rules are: no 
crashing, no bumping into each 
other and to take turns. 
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I took a trip to Oahu, east of Hawaii. I 
hiked in a rainforest, snorkeled in the 
coral reef and went swimming at the 
waterfall. 

There were sea turtles, pigs, feral cats, 
mongooses and monk seals. A nene is a 
Hawaiian goose. I found a parrotfish that 
was colorful like a rainbow and I touched 
a sea cucumber. Yikes! 

We went to the Oahu Zoo. I saw zebras, 
tortoises, chimpanzees and tigers. 
Ringtail lemurs, alligators, giraffes, 
ostriches and elephants were there too. 
The elephant was standing in front of a 
mural of the jungle.  
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The Presidential Election was this year! It was an important year for the election 
because it is George Bush’s last year. Barack Obama won the election this month 
in a landslide. More people voted for him. John McCain lost and it was a close race. 
George Bush gave Barack Obama a tour of the White House. Barack Obama is 
going to be President of the United States in January! 
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Students at Pioneer casting 
their vote for President and for 

the new school pet. 
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Next I went to the aquarium. I 
discovered a clownfish and a lion fish 
that was very ugly. He had poisonous 
barbs on his fin. Yipes! Then, I saw a 
shark. Their skeletons aren’t made of 
bones, they’re made of cartilage. Next, 
I saw an octopus blending into the coral 
and wiggling around. 

Last but not least, I went to the science 
museum and found my model of a 
volcano! I went inside the cave and 
learned about the magma. Then I went 
to the top of the volcano to see the lava 
burst! KABOOM! And my quest was the 
best adventure ever! 
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Our new President is Obama. I was 
hoping John McCain would be our new 
President because I think Obama does 
not have enough experience to be 
president. But most people just wanted 
Obama even at Pioneer School 
located at Santa Monica Ave. in OB. 
Unlike Obama, I think McCain will 
make America a success. 

Barack Obama was born in Hawaii. His 
full name is Barack Hussein Obama II. 
He’s democratic. Michelle Obama is 
his wife. His children are Malia Ann 
and Sasha. He lives in Kentwood, 
Chicago, Illinois. 
 
Barack Obama is the first African-
American elected to the office. 
Obama’s biggest messages are 
change and hope. Three challenges 
that Obama has to face are financial 
problems, there are no jobs and there 
are 2 wars. McCain vowed to stand 
behind Obama. Obama will take office 
in January. I am happy that Barack 
Obama won because we elected him! 
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Students play video games in 
video game club. Clubs are 
every Tuesday afternoon for 

students who make good 
choices. 
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In video game club, we play Tony 
Hawk 2. One important rule in 
video game club is the Golden 
Rule: treat others like you want to 
be treated. We take turns in video 
game club. 

In biking club, we ride bikes and 
trikes! Trikes are something that 
you sit on and lean back on. They 
have 3 wheels. To steer, you have 
to lean. You hold on to 2 handles 
with your arms so you don’t fall 
off. Clubs are the key to secrets of 
the world! They’re so much fun. 

Clubs are something we do at 
Pioneer where we can be with our 
friends. There is a cooking club. In 
cooking club, they cook lots of 
desserts, like rice crispy treats. I can’t 
forget the GFCF cupcakes. Mmm 
mmm good! 

I’m in acting club. In acting club, we 
act out different parts of movies. We 
are acting out the spaceship part of 
Fantastic Four. We get to choose the 
movie or T.V. show we want to act 
out.  
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First, I walk Roxy to the bathroom. 
Next, I feed her. Roxy follows me 
while I get dressed. I leave to go to 
school and I put Roxy outside in my 
backyard. I think she barks and 
jumps while I am gone. I also think 
she misses me. When I get home 
from school, Roxy kisses me on my 
hand and I pet her ears. After we 
play for awhile, I feed her dinner. 
Then it is time for bed. Roxy goes to 
my mom’s room to sleep in her bed. 
�

Mr. Garrison will plan a good 
Thanksgiving at South Park 
Elementary on 11/28/08. The kids will 
dress up as pilgrims and Indians. The 
feast will begin at lunch time in South 
Park. Mr. Macky comes up with a 
good name for the feast. It is called 
“Feastgiving”. It will be 2 times bigger 
than a regular Thanksgiving feast. The 
parents can relax and watch their kids 
have a good time. Mayor McDaniels 
will have a party at her house. Chef 
will make the food for Feastgiving at 
South Park Elementary. Each kid at 
South Park Elementary will get a bag 
of treats when Feastgiving is over and 
before they go home from South Park 
Elementary. 
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Every year Pioneer celebrates 
Halloween with a party. Many 
different “guests” came: the Hulk, a 
witch, a king, a farmer, Zorro, 
Dorothy and a munchkin  from the 
Wizard of Oz, a pirate, a storm 
trooper and Charlie Brown in his 
ghost costume to name a few. 

We played donut on a string, limbo, 
starburst toss and pin-the-nose-on-
the-pumpkin. Fun was had by all! 
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We learned about Piet Mondrian. 
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On thanksgiving we ate turkey that 
was good. We drank all the apple 
juice. We ate pie and greek salad. 
There were a lot of us. We stayed at 
my house and I went to bed early. My 
favorite food on Thanksgiving is 
macaroni and cheese. I had my 
mother make it, but I strained the 
macaroni myself. I also put the 
cheese in. Thanksgiving was really 
good. 
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Pioneer is a fair way for kids with Autism. The school is down the hill from Ocean Beach. The Director is 
Jim. Teacher Kristen, teacher Kelly, teacher Edith, teacher Erin, teacher Debbie, teacher Shari and 
teacher Chris are very nice teachers. The school is big and fun for children. There’s also Peter who is a 
teenager and he helps the other teachers. We have fun toys for kids to play with. Our school is by a 
kindergarten. 

There is also teacher Amber and she is the art teacher. Jim teaches music. We have clubs. We go to the 
library and we go to the park. In the summer, we go to Soak City. There is another teacher named Erin and 
she teaches OT [Occupational Therapy]. Kids can have breaks at lunch and when they need to.� 

Kids will love Pioneer Day School! 

 

Holiday Toy Drive 
to benefit 

Herrick Children’s Center 
 

Pioneer Day School is hosting a holiday toy drive to benefit Herrick Children’s Center, a non-profit 
residential facility that treats disadvantaged children throughout San Diego County. 
 
They have 48 children: 14 girls and 34 boys. We are requesting unwrapped, non-violent toys for 
kids ages 6 to 12. 
 
If you wish to make a donation, please bring your toy to Pioneer’s office by December 19th between 
the hours of 8:30 and 3:30 Monday through Friday. 
 
If you have questions or need toys picked up you can call one of Santa’s elves at (619) 518-8781. 
 
This is a great way to show your holiday spirit and help someone less fortunate feel special this 
holiday season! 
 
 
Thanks! 
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 Pioneer Day School will be closed for Thanksgiving Break the week of 
November 24 and will reopen December 1, 2008.�
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Pioneer is a good school. I like it here 
because I am making good friends 
and we do fun things at school. We 
ride bikes, go for walks and go 
swimming. I also get to do jobs. I like 
to cook in the kitchen, dig in the dirt 
and do yard work. It is fun! 
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Pioneer Day School  
4764 Santa Monica 

Avenue 
San Diego, CA 92107 

Phone: 
(619) 758-9424 

Fax: 
(619) 758-9589 

 

We’re on the Web! 
www.pioneerdayschool.org  
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I helped build the OT structure. I 
painted it white and helped put it 
together. 
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© All parts of this newsletter belong to Pioneer Day School and may not be used without permission.  


